Pronunciation of Articles — ‘a’ and ‘the’

1. the

There are two ways to pronounce the word ‘the’ in English — using the ‘schwa’ sound or a long
‘ee’ sound (as in ‘feet’).

a) We pronounce this word using the schwa sound if it is used before a consonant sound. For
example:

This is the first option.

Welcome to the Ritz Hotel.

b) We pronounce this word using a long ‘e€’ if it is used before a vowel sound. For example:
This is the only option.
Welcome to the Ebony Hotel.

c) We also say this word using a long ‘e€’ if it is used to add emphasis. For example:
It's going to be the best game ever!
This is the best hotel in London!

d) We also say this word using a long ‘e€’ if it is used to add thinking time. For example:
| would like the ......... Greek salad, please.

Recommended video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeFjw6nPD64&t=155s (02:35 — 03:56)

2. ‘a’

There are three ways to pronounce the word ‘a’ in English — using the ‘schwa’ sound, the short
form of the letter (as in ‘fat’) or the long form of the letter (as in ‘pay’).

The schwa form is the most common pronunciation, but which form is actually used depends on
personal preference, local accent or regional differences. The short and long forms of the
pronunciation are generally used when we need time to think. For example:

| would like a ........ pint of Guinness, please.

3. ‘an’

There are two ways to pronounce the word ‘an’ in English — using the ‘schwa’ sound or using
the short form of the letter ‘a’ (as in ‘can’).

The schwa form is the most common pronunciation, but which form is actually used depends on
personal preference, local accent or regional differences. The short form of the pronunciation is
generally used when we need time to think. For example:

| would like an ........ apple, please.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeFjw6nPD64&t=155s

